
 

March 7, 2018 

 

 

The Honorable Rob Bishop    The Honorable Raul Grijalva  

United States House of Representatives   United States House of Representatives 

1324 Longworth House Office Building   1324 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 

 

March 7, 2018 

  

Dear Chairman Bishop and Ranking Member Grijalva: 

  

On behalf of our respective organizations, the western affiliates of the National Wildlife Federation, we 

write in support of H.R. 5133, the Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act Reauthorization of 2018, a 

critical lands bill for the West that supports local economies, resolves private-public land “checkerboard” 

issues, and conserves high-priority lands for recreation, wildlife habitat, and historic preservation. We 

urge you to make the enactment of a permanent reauthorization of FLTFA a priority this year, including 

working to include it on any upcoming larger legislative vehicles.  

  

Originally enacted in 2000 (P.L. 106-248), and expired in 2011, FLTFA is a “modified land exchange” 

program for Alaska and the eleven contiguous western states. The FLTFA program works under the 

authority of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), including its lands sales policy, and 

makes the change to create a “Federal Land Disposal Account” (“Account”) that facilitates Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) land sales and federal agency conservation in an efficient and strategic 

manner.  With FLTFA, the proceeds from the sale of BLM lands identified for disposal are directed to the 

special Account to fund priority conservation projects by the BLM, U.S. Forest Service, National Park 

Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that will increase access for recreation, protect rivers and 

trails, and preserve historic lands. The FLTFA program resulted in 39 recreational access and 

conservation projects with willing sellers from 2000-2011, including at Zion National Park in Utah and 

Elk Springs Area of Critical Environmental Concern in Arizona.  The Account also provides some 

funding for the BLM land sales process.  FLTFA helps resolve the “checkerboard” of public and private 

lands in the west by facilitating land consolidation, which helps counties, ranchers, businesses, and 

communities meet local needs; increases public access to recreation; protects valuable natural and cultural 

resources, including critical wildlife habitat; reduces land management costs and risks; and other 

benefits.    

  

We support permanently reauthorizing FLTFA this year, to reinstate an incredible western lands tool that 

benefits the environment and the economy.  FLTFA cannot be utilized again until it is reauthorized, and 

we appreciate your work to bring it back for the West.   

  

Sincerely, 

 

Todd Leahy, Acting Executive Director, New Mexico Wildlife Federation 

Dave Chadwick, Executive Director, Montana Wildlife Federation 

Dave Werntz, Science and Conservation Director, Conservation Northwest 

Robert Gaudet, President, Nevada Wildlife Federation 

Brad Powell, President, Arizona Wildlife Federation 

 

cc:  



Hon. Paul Ryan, Speaker of the House 

Hon. Nancy  Pelosi, House Minority Leader 

Hon. Kevin McCarthy, House Majority Leader

 


