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January 11, 2017  
 
Congressman Ryan Zinke 
U.S. House of Representatives 
113 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 
  
Dear Honorable Interior Secretary Nominee Ryan Zinke, 
 
As leaders of faith, we write to express our support for New Mexico’s national monuments and to 
encourage you to continue to protect America’s public lands.  
 
As the Psalms remind us, “the Earth is the Lords and all that is in it” (Psalm 24). We hold the 
earth in sacred trust and are called to be responsible stewards of God’s creation. As God’s 
faithful tenants, we are called to live in right relationship with creation and to develop responsible 
attitudes, behaviors and practices to how we use the earth’s land, water, and natural resources. 
As we care for God’s creation, we also affirm that creation cares for us. Indeed, with grateful 
hearts, we acknowledge that the gift of our public lands help sustain our livelihood by providing 
us with clean air, water, wildlife and recreational opportunities. Through America’s public lands 
we encounter not only the beauty of creation and the majesty of the creator, but also 
acknowledge that our public lands provide everyone--whether rich or poor--with the opportunity 
to experience the wonder, joy, silence, solitude, and healing power of God’s creation.  
 
As the “Land of Enchantment,” New Mexico is blessed with a rich and diverse tapestry of history, 
culture, and sacred traditions that are rooted in the land and God’s creation. We are all owners 
— and keepers (Gen 2:15)— of this unique, rugged, beautiful and spiritual place. A place that’s 
home to our families, our history and our collective spirituality. No place in New Mexico 
represents the unique and sacred intersection between history, culture, spirituality and land more 
than the recently designated Rio Grande del Norte and Organ Mountains Desert Peaks national 
monuments. As faith leaders, we acknowledge that these national monuments are invaluable to 
our state’s history, culture and religious identity. 
 
Located in northern New Mexico, the Rio Grande del Norte National Monument contains the 
incredible Rio Grande Gorge that will leave one truly humbled and in awe of God’s creation. As 
one of America’s most iconic landscapes, the Rio Grande del Norte is an important wildlife 
corridor and contains various sacred sites representing the rich and diverse history of New 
Mexico: from pre-contact Native American cultural and archaeological sites to Spanish, Mexican, 
and American settlement. Some of New Mexico’s oldest churches are located in the area and 
hundreds of petroglyphs, dating from pre-contact time and the Spanish colonial era, can be 
found in the monument as well as the area contains numerous irreplaceable Native American 
cultural, religious and sacred sites.  
 
As an area of profound historical, archaeological, and environmental significance, the Organ 
Mountains Desert Peaks National Monument contains the incredible biodiversity of the 
Chihuahuan Desert wild lands. With unique cultural sites and Native American petroglyphs 
important to New Mexican and American history, the area also offers ample opportunities for 
individuals and communities to explore the spirituality, solitude and beauty of the high desert.      
 
Whether prayerfully meditating at the edge of the Rio Grande Gorge, mindfully hiking the Organ 
Mountains, contemplating while fly-fishing the Red River, or giving gratitude for the diversity of 
God’s creation while observing New Mexico’s wildlife, the Rio Grande del Norte and Organ 
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Mountains Desert Peaks national monuments provide an incredible environment for solitude, 
self-reflection and to grow in communion with oneself, God, others and all of creation.  
 
Thanks to the designation of these national monuments under the Antiquities Act, local faith 
communities and tribes continue to access and use these sacred lands as they have for 
generations. Whether gathering herbs, interpreting petroglyphs, collecting firewood, picking 
piñon nuts, grazing, hiking, fishing, hunting or prayerfully meditating on the beauty of God’s 
creation, protecting the monument designations for the Rio Grande del Norte and Organ 
Mountains Desert Peaks will continue to safeguard New Mexico’s and America’s rich cultural and 
spiritual heritage. 
 
As leaders of faith and stewards of God’s creation, we urge you to work to ensure the continued 
existence of, funding for, and access to America’s public lands and not allow efforts to rollback or 
shrink these national monuments to succeed.  
 
With Gratitude, 
 
Rev. Andrew Douglas Black 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe, NM 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
  

Dr. W. Bruce Wilder 
Senior Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church 
Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rev. Kristi Koppel 
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America, Alamogordo, NM 
 

 
Sister Joan Brown, OSF 
New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light 
Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rabbi Larry Karol (Reform)  
Las Cruces, NM 

 
Rev. Virginia Bairby 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Taos, NM 

 
The Very Rev. John Bethancourt 
Pastor, Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, Santa 
Fe, NM 

 

The Reverend Father Christopher McLaren 
Rector, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
Albuquerque, NM 

 
Sister Rose Marie Cecchini, MM  
Office of Life, Justice, Peace and Creation 
Stewardship, Gallup, NM 

 
Rev. H. Blaine Wimberly 
Pastor, Zia United Methodist Church, Santa 
Fe, NM 

 
Rabbi Paul J. Citrin 
Taos Jewish Center 

 
Rev. Dr. Holly Beaumont  
Interfaith Worker Justice – New Mexico 

 
Rev. Kay Huggins 
Interim Executive Director, New Mexico 
Conference of Churches 

 
Rev. Wesley Granberg-Michaelson 
General Secretary Emeritus, Reformed 
Church in America, Santa Fe, NM 

 
Rabbi Neil Amswych 
Temple Beth Shalom, Santa Fe, NM 

 
Rev. William G. Thompson  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

 
Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Miller  
Pastor, Disciples of Christ Albuquerque, NM  

 
Rev. Dr. Harry W. Eberts III 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe 

 
Rev. Lorelei Kay 
Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Gallup, NM 

 
Rev. Talitha Arnold 
Senior Minister, United Church of Santa Fe, 
United Church of Christ (UCC) 
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Rev. Karen D. Thompson  
Christ Lutheran Church, Santa Fe, NM 

Rev. Richard Stafford 
Pastor, United Church of Angel Fire, NM 

 
Rev. Seth Finch 
Pastor, Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Albuquerque, NM (PCUSA) 

 
Rev. Gail Lindsay Marriner 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Santa 
Fe, NM 

 
Todd Wynward 
Mennonite Minister for Watershed Discipleship 
Taos, NM 

 
Rev. Sylvia Miller-Mutia 
Rector, St. Thomas of Canterbury Episcopal 
Church, Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rev. Dr. Kathryn Johnson Cameron  
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Deacon Lynn Anner-Bolieu 
Episcopal Church of Navajoland, ECUSA 

 
Sister Marlene Perrotte, RSM  
Mercy Sister, Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rev. Catherine Volland 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church, Santa Fe, NM 

 
The Rev. Cannon Stephen Caldwell 
Albuquerque, Episcopal Church 

 
Rev. Frank Yates 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Richard C. Rowe 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Bill Bright  
Member Baha'i Faith, Gallup, NM 

 
Rev. Dr. Bert Scott 
United Methodist Clergy 

 
Ruling Elder Anne Bateman Noss 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe (PCUSA) 

 
Rev. James M. Collie 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Dr. Antonio (Tony) Aja 
Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Santa Fe 

 
Ruling Elder John D. Pasch  
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe, NM 

 
Rev. Elizabeth McMaster  
Unitarian Universalist, Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rev. Sue Joiner 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rev. Dr. Robert Woodruff 
Pastor, Second Presbyterian Church, 
Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rev. Dr. Georgiana Kugle 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Dr. Georgia Ortiz 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Ruling Elder Mary Jo Lundy 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Michael Buttram 
United Church of Santa Fe, UCC 

 
Rabbi Nahum Ward-Lev   
Scholar-in-Residence Temple Beth Shalom 

 
Rev. John E. Withers 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Tiffany Curtis  
Pastor, First Christian Church, Disciples of 
Christ, Santa Fe, NM 

 
Leader Mary Ellen Gonzales 
Social Justice Team of Unitarian Universalists, 
Santa Fe, NM 

 
Rev. James D. Brown 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Dean Lewis 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
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Ruling Elder Pat Luiken 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe 

 
Rev. Ann Graham-Johnson 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Ms. Ashley Zapp 
Eco-Theology of Santa Fe 

 
Janet F. McCormack, M.Ed.  
Zia United Methodist Church, Santa Fe, NM 

 
Rev. Dr. Charles M. Spring 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Wayne Mell 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Thomas Hart 
Pastor, Shepherd of the Valley, Albuquerque, 
NM (PCUSA) 

 
Rev. Janet Norden 
Pastor, University Heights United Methodist 
Church, Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rev. Dr. David Wasserman 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Larry Graham-Johnson 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Dwain DePew 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. Pamela Shepherd 
United Church of Santa Fe, UCC 

 
Rev. William Koch  
Presbyterian Church (USA)  

 
Rev. Marie Stockton 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rabbi Min Kantrowitz  
Albuquerque, NM 

 
Rev. Betsy Bueschel 
United Church of Santa Fe, UCC 

 
Rev. Dr. Paul Debenport 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Rev. William L. Harrold 
Disciples of Christ, Albuquerque, NM  

 
Rev. Richard Stoops 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
CC: U.S. Senator Tom Udall (NM) 
 U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich (NM) 
 U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski (AK) 
 U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell (WA) 
 


